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Dear colleague,

Welcome to the module, Descriptive Epidemiology. 

This module was designed to meet the growing need for an applied course in the measurement of a variety of health indicators and outcomes. Whether you manage a health programme, a health facility, or simply have to interpret health data in the course of your work, this module sets out to increase your capacity to deal with health and disease information. It aims to assist you in applying epidemiological knowledge and skills to a variety of Public Health problems. 

These are examples of the kinds of questions this module will help you to answer:

· Is your DOTS programme succeeding? 

· What does it mean if a TB prevalence is 850/100 000? 

· Is this a Public Health problem or not? 

· What is the “burden of disease” in different communities?

Although the module also addresses many of the topics usually associated with the traditional approach to epidemiology, e.g. rates, screening, surveillance, causation, etc, it embraces a wider perspective on health measurement. It does this by addressing the social determinants of health as well as known biomedical features of community health. In addition, emphasis is placed on the application of epidemiological concepts and methods to solving Public Health problems.

The module is designed for self-study or flexible learning, which enables you to work through the course material at your own pace. Flexible learning also allows you to explore the material to whatever depth you prefer, and to skip over parts with which you are already familiar. This involves a variety of learning activities including reading, reflection, observation, analysis, research, calculation and application of theory and concepts to practice. 

The Module Introduction outlines the module aims, learning outcomes and content that will be covered. It also includes the facts, figures and other information that you need to know about your assignment tasks and how they will be assessed, how to contact your lecturer, develop a work plan and other general information to help you complete the module. Remember also that the SOPH Programme Handbook provides additional contact information and administrative guidelines for submitting assignments. Please read the Module Introduction carefully and contact your lecturer if you have any concerns or questions. Take special note of section 3 which concerns Assignments and the submission process.

We hope that you will enjoy the module and find it useful in your own efforts to improve community health.

Best wishes
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Lucia Knight (Module Convenor)

	Dr Lucia Knight (Module Convenor)

Tel: +27 21 959 2243;

Mobile: 072 7707386
E-mail: lknight@uwc.ac.za



	Vision Statement – The School of Public Health, 

University of the Western Cape

The Vision of the School of Public Health is to contribute to the optimal health of populations living in a healthy and sustainable environment in developing countries, particularly Africa, with access to an appropriate, high quality, comprehensive and equitable health system, based on a human rights approach.

The Purpose of the School is to contribute to developing policy-makers and implementers who are knowledgeable and skilled in the principles and practice of Public Health, whose practice is based on research, influenced by informed and active communities, and implemented with a commitment to equity, social justice and human dignity.




2
INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MODULE



2.1 
Module Aims and Rationale 

The Vision of the School of Public Health is to contribute to the optimal health of populations living in a healthy and sustainable environment in developing countries, particularly in Africa. This vision is based on a human right approach that assumes access to appropriate, high quality, comprehensive and equitable health systems. The aim of this module is to enhance the measurement skills required to achieve this vision.

The module is designed to advance your skills, knowledge and capacity to:

· Critically review and interpret basic epidemiological texts.

· Define and measure health and illness events in communities.

· Assess the quality and relevance of data used to describe community health and illness.

· Apply descriptive epidemiology concepts and principles to achieve effective Public Health practice. 

The module explores practical ways to measure health and health care outcomes in the course of your work. It also aims to equip Public Health workers in health programmes, health districts or other health facilities with the ability to critically assess the epidemiological information that they encounter and to use this information to address Public Health problems and priorities.

2.2 
Learning Outcomes

Here are the intended learning outcomes for you to see the competences you are expected to have developed by the end of the module. 

	By the end of this module, you are expected to be able to:



	· Use appropriate indicators to measure health and disease.

· Use simple graphical representation techniques.

· Interpret epidemiological data.

· Report an epidemiological event.




2.3
Module Outline

The module consists of three units divided into a total of 14 Study Sessions. 

Each Study Session has at least one main reading or reference text and various learning activities or tasks designed to help you to explore the topics listed below. Study Sessions vary in length, and may take between five and eight hours to complete. 

The three units are as follows:

Unit 1:
What is Descriptive Epidemiology?

Unit 2:
Epidemiologic Investigation

Unit 3:
Use and Report Health Information

2.4
 Texts and References

The following text is provided for this module in addition to the Module Reader:

Vaughan, J. P. & Morrow, R. H. (1989). Manual of Epidemiology for District Health Management. Geneva: WHO. [ISBN 92 4 154404 X]

The SOPH has obtained permission from WHO to reproduce copies of this book. This assistance is gratefully acknowledged. 

The following text is recommended and is available online electronically here, http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/43541/1/9241547073_eng.pdf :
Bonita, R., Beaglehole, R., Kjellstrom, T. (2006). Basic Epidemiology. Geneva: WHO.  (ISBN 978 92 4 1547079). 

The following book is also a useful resource for beginners in this field: 

Joubert, G and Ehrlich, R. (eds). (2007). Epidemiology: A Research Manual for South Africa. Cape Town: Oxford University Press. 

These books are available in Cape Town from:

Van Schaik Bookstore, Parow. Tel: 021 930 2480; Fax: 021 939 3767 or you could order them from an online store like amazon.com, kalahari.com, or loot.co.za (the last two while you’re in South Africa).
You will also be expected to pursue relevant current literature and additional resource material for your assignment tasks. The UWC Faculty Librarian and the guides she has prepared (see the study resources section on iKamva) can help you to locate relevant materials. 

You can contact the SOPH Student Administrator to arrange a letter of permission to access other University libraries. Also see your SOPH Programme Handbook for further guidance.

2.5
Relevant Websites

The following websites may be helpful to you in the course of this module: 

	Centers for Diseases Control (CDC)

	http://www.cdc.gov

	World Health Organisation’s (WHO) Institutional Repository for Information Sharing (IRIS) is increasing free access to WHO published material in the six official languages with its growing collection of more than 50,000 records consisting of WHO publications, technical documents, guidelines and governing bodies material.
	IRIS access: www.who.int/iris 
WHO Library website: www.who.int/library 

WHO: http://www.who.int
http://www.who.int/research/en/ 

	Statistics South Africa (StatsSA)
	http://www.statssa.gov.za 

	Health Systems Trust (HST)
	http://www.hst.org.za 

	World Bank
	http://data.worldbank.org/topic/health

	UNICEF
	http://data.unicef.org/
http://www.unicef.org/statistics/

	UNAIDS
	http://www.unaids.org/en/dataanalysis/

	Millennium Development Goals
	http://www.countdown2015mnch.org/country-profiles

	UN Statistics
	http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/socind/


3     THE PORTFOLIO: INTRODUCTION

Detailed instructions for your portfolio are to be found in Introducing Public Health: Its Basis and Scope, and in your final module, Monitoring and Evaluation for Health Services Improvement I.

By now you should have created your own portfolio according to the guidelines provided, and be ready to upload your selected examples and report for this module.

Here’s a quick review of the process for each module:

· Select and upload your work as you complete a module;

· Write a Module Reflective Report on your experience of the module as you complete it. To do so, it would be wise to take notes in a study diary (reflecting on your experiences and observations) as you work through the module. Your lecturer will provide brief feedback, once given access by you. 

· If you are doing your PGD over two years, your portfolio must only be submitted in your second year, after your Monitoring and Evaluation for Health Services Improvement I final Assignment 2. However, you are urged to build your portfolio as you work through your modules across the two years. 
Key points about the portfolio
· It counts for 20% of Assignment 2, Monitoring and Evaluation for Health Services Improvement I (M & E) module. 
· To be of value, you need to work consistently: develop it over the one or two years that you are involved with your PG Diploma Programme.

· It should be made up of two (2) parts, a set of samples of your work with short accompanying reports (Part 1), and a final composite report (Part 2).

· To make the process meaningful, you must compile a brief Module Reflective Report on your experience of each module as you complete it. This will serve as the raw material for your final reflective report (End of Programme Report). 


4
ONLINE PARTICIPATION

4.1
Information about online participation
Communication for the course will be hosted on the UWC online learning platform called iKamva. You can access the site at https://ikamva.uwc.ac.za. Announcements for this module and supplementary materials for the assignments will be posted on the iKamva website. When the page is updated you will receive an e-mail to alert you that there is new content to be viewed. 

In addition to notices and information about the administration of the module, iKamva is also a useful place for you to access additional learning materials and support for this course. We will explain how to use the support tools like the discussion forum (group) separately. 
In the course of the module, we will host ONE structured discussion forum tutorial on iKamva, which will be an opportunity to discuss selected topics specifically relating to the course. You will receive the date, topic and guidelines for group participation in advance of the discussion so that you can prepare for it. Marks will be allocated for your engagement in this tutorial and other online activities: your contribution to/in the online activities is weighted at 5% of your module result. The assessment criteria are listed below. Your marks will be allocated according as part of Assignment 2.

In addition to the self-assessment tasks in the module, we will also provide you with a few opportunities for self-assessment on the iKamva page, in the form of short tests. You are required to complete at least TWO of them which contribute to your online participation mark. 

The discussion group and self-assessments are designed to help you to understand the most important concepts and master the key skills required for this module. We would therefore encourage you to participate actively for your own benefit. 

Please note that in addition to the discussion group and self-assessments, the site will also include the Study Sessions from this Module Guide and electronic versions of the Readings. This means that if you are travelling, and happen not to have your hard copy module with you, you could study - if connectivity permits. 
In the course of the module, we may update the website with additional readings and resources that you might find interesting and helpful. 
5
ASSESSMENT

5.1
Information about Assessment

Self-assessment is built into the module in the form of Tasks and self-tests on the Ikamva website. These allow you to check your progress and to immediately address any areas of weakness. You should try to do the tasks in the Study Sessions, as this is the best way to learn epidemiology – regular practice.

There are TWO compulsory assignments in the module. You must submit both, on deadline. You will receive assignment deadlines from the SOPH Student Administrator; consider it your responsibility to ensure that you know the deadlines as the semester starts. An additional component of the module assessment is participation in the online community. You will be required to participate in one discussion forum tutorial and also to complete a minimum of TWO of the online self-assessments. The online component of the module, including the self-assessment, will be allocated 5% of the mark for the module. 
In addition, you are required to keep a diary of your reflections on this module (and all your other modules) in preparation for developing a Portfolio of your work across the Postgraduate Diploma in Public Health, which will be assessed for marks at the end of Monitoring and Evaluation for Health Services Improvement I (M & E) module. (See more on Portfolio Development above). 

The module assessment is weighted as follows:

Assignment 1: 40%

Assignment 2 and Online participation: 60%
To pass the module:

· You are required to pass both assignments with a minimum of 50%.

· You must pass Assignment 1 to proceed to Assignment 2.

· You must have a minimum overall aggregate of 50% for the module.

· If you get below 50% in Assignment 1, you may repeat it once. You cannot, however, be awarded more than 50% for the repeat assignment.

	IMPORTANT:

There is important information about assessment in the SOPH Programme Handbook: be sure to refer to it before submitting your assignment.




5.2 
Submitting Assignments

These guidelines must be followed exactly every time you submit an assignment. Getting this wrong wastes our time, and we WILL return the assignment to you to correct.

Read the SOPH Programme Handbook before submitting, to make sure you have followed the instructions for the submission of assignments.  There is crucial information regarding referencing and plagiarism in Section 8.3.
· You may send assignments by email, fax or post. (Email and fax save time). Keep a copy of everything you have sent. If you post, use fast mail or courier.

· Send assignments to the Student Administrators, not the lecturer.

· When you submit your assignment, you will receive acknowledgement that it has been received. If you don’t, check that it has been received.

· Type your assignment on A4 paper, in 1.5 line spacing, in 12 pt Times New Roman, and leave normal margins for the lecturer’s comments.

· Handwritten assignments will not be accepted.

· Keep to the recommended length. Excessively long assignments may be penalised. 

· Number ALL pages.

· Include the Assignment Cover Sheet (completed fully) as the first page of the assignment, i.e. the cover sheet and the assignment must be one document.

· Always put your name on every file you send, and label the file correctly, using these instructions as a guideline if submitting by e-mail:

· Your Name (Surname, Initial) e.g. Mambwe R
· Module abbreviation (see Programme Handbook for Core module abbreviations). Use CAPITALS, e.g. PHC I
· Assignment number, e.g. 1 or 2, and Draft or Final 

· The year, i.e. 2010

e.g.  Mambwe R, PHC I Asn 1 Final 2010; Mambwe R, PHC I Asn 1 Draft 2010. 
	SOPH Address to which assignments MUST be sent:

E-mail:  soph-asn@uwc.ac.za 
Fax: + 27 21 959 2872 (Att Student Admin, SOPH)

Post: The Student Administrator, SOPH, University of the Western Cape, 

Private Bag X17, Bellville 7535, South Africa.




5.3
Draft Assignments

As you are studying at a distance, lecturers will provide feedback on a Draft Assignment 2. You are encouraged to submit a draft and get feedback before finalising the assignment. However, Drafts will only be reviewed if they are received two or more weeks before the final submission date. If received less than two weeks before the submission date/deadline, they will not be accepted. There is no draft opportunity for Assignment 1.
Take note that by “Draft”, we mean work in progress and not the entire finished assignment. You can use this opportunity to check that you understand the assignment requirements, to try out difficult parts, and to ask questions. This feedback can be incorporated into your final version of the assignment. 
5.4
Assignment Extensions 

Assignments must be submitted by the dates indicated in the Assignment Schedule circulated by the Student Administrator. Extensions may be granted under special 
circumstances but will not normally be longer than two weeks. To request an extension, contact the Student Administrator as soon as a problem arises. 

No extensions will be given for Draft Assignments, and no late assignments will be accepted in Semester 2.

Note that we discourage late submission of assignments because they may reduce your time for the next assignment, disrupt your lecturers’ marking schedule, and if you are too late, marks cannot be submitted, and you may have to repeat the module. Please try to manage your time effectively. You’ll find some guidance on doing so in the SOPH Academic Handbook.

ASSESSMENT OF ONLINE PARTICIPATION

10 marks (5% of overall module result forming part of Assignment 2) 

Online participation will be assessed according to the following criteria:

	Assessment Criteria for Online Participation
	Marks

	a) Contributed sufficiently and insightfully to the discussion question.

Sufficient. At least two posts on each topic posted. 

Insight. More than just endorsing an idea: explores views, extends the discussion by including literature or asks a critical question.
	5

	b) 
Developed the discussion by responding insightfully to at least three other participants’ posts.
	5

	c) 
Completed an online self-assessment exercise
	10

	Total
	20


5.6
Assignment Cover Sheet
School Public Health – University of the Western Cape

An Assignment Cover Sheet needs to be copied into the same file as every e-mailed assignment. If you courier or fax your assignments, attach one to the front of your assignment. 

Full name: 
______________________________________________________

E-mail address: 
______________________________________________________

Postal address: 
______________________________________________________

Student number:


Convenor: 
 Dr Lucia Knight
Module name: 
DESCRIPTIVE EPIDEMIOLOGY Module Code: SPH 731
	Assignment 
	
	2 (DRAFT)
	Please Tick

	
	1 (FINAL)
	2 (FINAL)
	


If faxed, state the total number of pages sent including this page: ________________
Student’s comments to tutor

________________________________________________________________________

Declaration by student

I understand what plagiarism is. This assignment is my own work, and all sources of information have been acknowledged. I have taken care to cite/reference all sources as set out in the SOPH Academic Handbook. 

Signed by the student:
_________________________

The tutor’s comments are on the reverse of this form

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Office Use Date received


	Assessment/Grade
	Tutor
	Recorded & dispatched
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Note about reflecting on Descriptive Epidemiology in your Portfolio 


When you have completed this Module you will submit a Module Reflective Report in which you reflect on what your understanding of descriptive epidemiology can do for you in your role as a Public Health professional. In reflecting on this module for your Portfolio, you should think about how the indicators, measures, concepts and principles you have learnt about have implications for your own work and practice. You could also reflect on the process of preparing and writing up an epidemiological report, or how making use of similar existing reports may be helpful in your work. 








NOTE:


ALL STUDENTS
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