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The Gender Transformation for Africa (GT4Africa) cohort brings together 
seven implementation research projects (2022–2025) across Ghana, 
Niger, Nigeria, The Gambia, Burkina Faso, Malawi, and South Africa. 

Supported by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), the 
cohort addresses critical gaps in gender-transformative approaches to 

sexual, reproductive, and maternal health (SRMH).

As part of this effort, the cohort has hosted a series of interactive 
webinars to strengthen capacity and foster collaboration. These sessions 
facilitate cross-project learning and knowledge exchange. The slides are 

from one of these events.





What is your storyline?
Thinking about the key message(s) and structure of your journal 
article



Storyline
• One of the most important ingredients of a great scientific paper 

(reader-friendly, engaging)
• Helps to tell a coherent story
• For example: A is a key health concern/problem/issue. Addressing B 

will help mitigate this. C is the current state of knowledge on how B 
may be effectively addressed, and D is a gap in our knowledge. 
Therefore, we carried out EFG research. We found X, and this is a 
salient finding because .....



Exercise
• Take five minutes and write the storyline of your journal 

article.



Structuring your article



Flows from one idea to another

A.     Develops one main theme

02

01

Three ingredients of a successful story 

Everything in the story has 
a purpose03



Structuring the story

A challenge: The question you aim 
to answer

The opening: introducing your topic

An action: How you went about 
finding the answer (Methods and 
materials)

The climax: What you found (Results)

A resolution: How your findings answer 
the question and advance the evidence 
base

The IMRaD structure:
Introduction
Methods and Materials
Results
Discussion/Conclusion



Finding your story by writing backwards
Source: Montagnes et al.,
(2022)             1. TAKE HOME MESSAGES

What conclusions arise from the data? What key 
questions do these conclusions answer?

2. RESULTS
Write up only those results that relate to your 
conclusions.

3. METHODS
Write-up only the Methods that relate to your 
results

4. DISCUSSION & INTRODUCTION
Write both sections together
Focus on developing a final discussion
Then move to finalise the introduction



Exercise
• Remaining group work review your storyline by writing backwards.
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